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MEETING OF PARISHIONERS 

Parish of All Saints Riseley 

 

7.45 pm on 4
th

 April 2011 in the Church Room at All Saints Church 

 

A joint meeting of: 

 

(a) The persons whose names are entered on the Church Electoral Roll of the Parish;  and 

(b) The persons resident in the Parish whose names are entered on a Register of Local 

Government Electors by reason of such residence: 

 

For the election of Church Wardens 

 

 

 

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 

Parish of All Saints Riseley 

 

Immediately following the meeting of parishioners in All Saints Church on 4
th

 April 2011  

 

1. For the election of parochial representatives of the laity to the Parochial Church Council 

2. For the appointment of the Auditor 

3. For the consideration of: 

 

a) A report on changes in the roll since the last Annual Parochial Church Meeting; 

b) An annual report on the proceedings of the Parochial Church Council; 

c) The financial statements of the Council for the year ending 31
st

 December 2010. 

d) A report on the fabric, goods and ornaments of the Church of the Parish; 

e) A report on the meetings of the Deanery Synod 

 

And reports on other matters of parochial or general church interest. 

 

Notes: 

 

1.  All persons whose names are entered upon the Church Electoral Roll of the Parish (and such 

persons only) are entitled to vote at the election of parochial representatives of the laity. 

 

2. Subject to the provisions of rule 14(3)(c), a person is qualified to be elected a parochial 

representative of the laity if – 

 

a) Their name is entered on the Church Electoral Roll of the Parish 

b) They are an actual communicant which means that they have received communion 

according to the use of the Church of England or of a Church in communion with the 

Church of England at least three times during the twelve months preceding the date of 

the election; and 

c) They are of eighteen years or upwards (for election to the Deanery Synod) or of sixteen 

years or upwards (for election to the Parochial Church Council). 
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ALL SAINTS CHURCH RISELEY – ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

– 25 APRIL 2010 

 

Revd Bailey opened the meeting by welcoming the parishioners present, outlining the purpose of the meeting 

and introducing the Annual Profile document for 2010. 

 

Meeting of Parishioners 

 

Minutes of 2009 Meeting 

 

The minutes were agreed and signed as an accurate record of the meeting. 

 

Election of Church Wardens 

 

Revd Bailey thanked Judy Green for her 9 years of service as Church Warden and paid tribute to all the ministry 

she has been involved in, in particular the Tea Service and the Mid-week Service and lunch. Nicola Bailey 

presented Judy with a bouquet. 

 

Keith Williams is willing to continue as Church Warden, his nomination was proposed by Digby Morgan Jones 

and seconded by Roger Gray. 

 

Mark Eddon is willing to stand for election as Church Warden, his nomination was proposed by Judy Green and 

seconded by Jill Shaw. 

 

The elections were unanimously agreed by the parishioners. 

 

The meeting was closed. 

 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

 

Apologies for Absence 

 

Apologies for absence were received from Bruce and Ann Bonham, Trish Povey, Phillip and Margaret Nicholls, 

Catherine Veitch, Kathryn and Hugh Staniforth, Dudley and Janet Ferdinando, Dianne Jones, Martin and Roline 

Hargreaves, Jo Nicholls, John and Sue Walker, Bob and Kate Latham, Rosalind Latham, Jean Morgan Jones, 

Mary Skevington, Reginald Taylor, Beryl Johnson, Dorothy Shiers, Ravi and Jane Goel, Edna Eyles and Emily 

Williams. 

 

Minutes of 2009 Meeting 

 

The minutes were agreed and signed as an accurate record of the meeting. 

 

Election of New PCC Members 

 

Sue Williams nomination was proposed by Digby Morgan Jones and seconded by Roger Gray. 

Ali Wood’s nomination was proposed by Digby Morgan Jones and seconded by Roger Gray. 

Catherine Smith’s nomination was proposed by Sue Williams and seconded by John Skevington. 

 

The nominations were unanimously agreed by the parishioners. Revd Bailey thanked the new members for 

standing. 

 

Martin Hargreaves is due for re-election this year; however he was unable to attend the meeting. Revd Bailey 

proposed that he be re-elected in his absence and the election was unanimously agreed. 

 

Revd Bailey prayed for the PCC members for the year ahead. 
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Appointment of an Independent Examiner 

 

Digby Morgan Jones was willing to stand again as independent examiner. His nomination was proposed by 

Richard White and seconded by Richard Carter. Revd Bailey thanked Digby for his work during the past year. 

 

Electoral Roll 

 

The electoral roll in 2010 has 9 deletions and 9 additions and stands at 122, there are 15 non-residents. 

PCC Secretary’s Report 

 

The report was written by Kathryn Staniforth and is on page 6 of the Annual Profile, Revd Bailey re-iterated the 

point made in the last paragraph to encourage parishioners to seek election to the PCC. No questions were 

raised. 

 

Financial Statement 

 

Revd Bailey thanked Brian Simister for his work as Treasurer during the past year. He asked parishioners to 

look at the accounts presented on pages 8-10 of the Annual Profile and invited questions. 

 

Revd Bailey highlighted the problem of expenditure being greater than income during the past year, with 

expenditure standing at £81,519.00 and income at £65,330. The year ahead could provide financial difficulties 

and the PCC will need to consider carefully what we need to spend. 

 

Sarah Smith asked if there was any expenditure that could not be avoided, for example with building 

maintenance. Revd Bailey replied that there are some ongoing commitments such as the cost of employing a 

youth worker. Keith Williams asked about finance committed to the sound system, Revd Bailey said that part 

of this cost will be met by the Friends of All Saints, but not all. There is no other major expenditure planned 

although there may be unforeseen building costs. 

 

Revd Bailey encouraged parishioners to review their giving urgently in light of these figures taking into account 

personal circumstances. The target would be for income to increase by an additional £1000.00 per month. He 

encouraged everyone to respond to Brian Simister within the next week if possible using the reply slip in the 

Annual Profile. Revd Bailey asked Richard Carter and Brian Simister if they wished to add anything further to 

these comments. 

 

Richard encouraged everybody to consider the information they had been given quietly and prayerfully. Brian 

said that Revd Bailey had presented the situation succinctly. 

 

Graham Sollars asked if there would be an increase in the quota during the coming year. Revd Bailey replied 

that the quota would increase from £37,015.00 to £39,000.00. He explained the quota system and commented 

that All Saints were net receivers overall. 

 

Brian Simister was willing to stand again as Treasurer and was nominated by Richard Carter and seconded by 

Catherine Smith, the election was unanimously agreed. 

 

Building Report 

 

Revd Bailey directed everybody to the report on page 7 of the Annual Profile. A Quinquennial inspection is due 

this year. Revd Bailey thanked everybody who had been involved with the maintenance of the building last 

year. 

 

Deanery Synod 

 

Revd Bailey pointed parishioners to the report on page 5 of the Annual Profile and said that there had been 

reorganisation of Deaneries in Bedfordshire. 
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Revd Bailey encouraged everyone to read the Annual Profile and said he would be happy to answer any 

questions. 

 

Revd Bailey invited Richard White to highlight one aspect of our church life to give thanks for and to pray for 

the future. Richard responded by giving thanks for the children’s work and the focus to pass on the rescue plan 

of Jesus. He urged everyone to pray for the future of this work and for the guidance, strength and moral 

protection of everyone involved with teaching. We must be prepared to meet the challenge ahead and to pray 

for continued growth. Revd Bailey thanked Richard. 

 

Overview – Responding to God 

 

Revd Bailey encouraged everyone to read the Annual Profile and to consider whether the activities were 

worthwhile, did we pray for activities as individuals and with other church members and was it money well 

spent?  

He highlighted the Acts of the Apostles in chapters 10 and 17, showing witnesses witnessing the gospel and 

asked who had said these words. 

 

Chapter 10 is spoken by Peter who denies Jesus, he knows he is deserving of judgement but he is able to point 

to the judge. Chapter 17 is spoken by Paul who is able to stand with confidence because he knows he is 

forgiven; as a result his life is changed. Both writers were convinced they were forgiven and knew the 

importance of sharing the gospel, even at the expense of their own reputation. 

 

Our worship must lead to witness, so we can go on developing as a church, and to share the gospel, that is why 

the busyness is so important. We cannot afford to stand still. 

 

Revd Bailey highlighted points for everyone to focus on: 

 

We are the body of Christ and that is why gatherings such as the weekend away are so important, to make the 

most of opportunities to enjoy fellowship and build one another up within that body. 

 

Do we value our joint fellowship, is it important? We need to commit to church meetings and events and 

encourage others too. 

 

Giving both of our time and financial resources has the potential to be hugely beneficial. We should each 

consider for ourselves prayerfully how we can best use our resources. 

 

The Apostles delivered the gospel message as it is without addition or distortion. We are a gospel church and a 

Bible church, we need to focus on the importance of prayer and Bible study.  

 

Revd Bailey concluded by asking the congregation how we would respond, for the continuation of honouring 

God. He prayed for the church giving thanks and prayed for the future purpose and ministry. 

 

Revd Bailey, Nicky and Susanna Bailey concluded with prayers 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

Another year, another Profile!  As you read through this booklet it is hoped that it will be 

used not just for our Annual Parochial Church Meeting but will be a living document 

throughout the coming months to focus your prayers, reflect on the past year and to feel 

rejuvenated and encouraged as we look to our future needs and how we can best serve our 

God in this Parish – looking to draw all people, from the very young to the very old into 

God’s kingdom in love, thanksgiving and fellowship.  Thank you everyone who has 

contributed to this Profile. 

 

We recently re-launched our new website and you are invited to visit 

www.allsaintsriseley.com. We thank God for the talents and commitment of those who 

have designed and continue to update and maintain the site. 

 

God has blessed our Church with many gifted people and all the resources to “re-launch” 

our Church into a new phase with many challenges ahead but He is faithful to His people 

and will lead us forward.  He has called us for service - please pray that we will all be worthy 

of that calling in the way that we live as Christians in our community. 

 

So, my brothers and sisters, you also died to the law through the body of Christ, that you might 

belong to another, to him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit for 

God. 

Romans 7:3-5 
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The Vicar’s View 

 

What has made a difference to you during the last year; what events or issues stand out in your mind? 

 

There are so many ways to answer the question. At the personal level of circumstances some have been 

squeezed by economic conditions, shocked by health concerns, exhausted by job developments or adjusting to 

retirement, busy with family caring responsibilities for children or parents, bereaved, moving home and the list 

goes on. However, even if you have had to deal with all of those things and more, it is still possible – and I 

hope true for many – to be able to answer that you have been fed by the Word of God, inspired by the love of 

Christ, strengthened by the Holy Spirit and that you have grown in maturity and understanding, become more 

deeply assured of your eternal hope, discovered new ways to serve God. I think that is the intention of Paul’s 

exhortation in the delightful picture of Colossians 2:6-7  

 
6 

So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, 
7 

rooted and built up in him, 

strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. 

 

At the cinema these days you may be asked whether you want to see the 2D presentation of a film or would 

like the special glasses to see the 3D version. In a similar way, as Christians in the local church, we must 

deliberately choose to view our individual and corporate life with spiritual spectacles if we want to see the 

picture of church life in its full dimensions. But let us be careful not to pick up the wrong pair and put on rose 

tinted spectacles which give a false picture. Nevertheless we should note that thankfulness is frequently 

commanded in the Bible and we have good reason to be thankful.  

 

The Church Weekend 

One of the major ways in which we tried to support the life and witness of our congregation was for many of 

us to go away for a Weekend  last October; All Saints, All Together. Alex Ross taught us from Philippians and 

drew out the meaning and challenge of Christian joy. Many people found that God spoke to them in 

surprisingly practical ways about their attitudes and relationships.  Whilst many people go to conferences to 

learn, and enjoy the friendship of Home Groups and the honest sharing and prayerfulness of Prayer Triplets 

there is an added dimension when we spend time together in a larger group. It was great fun as well as being 

worthwhile and we are working hard to try to secure a weekend away in 2012. Meanwhile I am thankful to the 

Wednesday Home Group for taking the initiative with the International Supper (after this is written – “Weren’t 

they delicious dishes!” he said prophetically). 

 

Whilst allowing for different temperaments it should be the case that no one feels unknown or that they do 

not belong in the church family. May I encourage you to deliberately show interest in one another to expand 

your Christian family network. 

 

The Church Youth Worker  

An area of work which has caused a lot of searching into our hearts and digging into our pockets is young 

people. You will read in this profile some testimonies of present and former members of the congregation. 

They are inspiring and thought provoking. We cannot know in advance the spiritual dividend which will come 

from prayerful patient work with young people (or anyone else for that matter). Therefore let us be thankful 

for the sacrificial giving in response to our decision to invest in a Young People’s Worker. Then let us be 

thankful for the family witness and the week-by-week service given by James and Ali Tennant. They have been 

servants to all and have become friends to many. James’ appointment coincided with a change in the 

distribution of ages in the congregation and the task has not been easy. Yet we have seen terrific 

encouragements with The Holiday Club last year and the team full of anticipation for the one to come in a few 

weeks. Families and Friends at Four is a spinoff which it is too early to assess but appears to have great 

potential for reaching young people. Aslan’s Club this year has been thriving at the Lower School, and you can 

read about all the other youth and children’s activities in the reports. All these demand a great deal of time 

and planning - and energy. Very soon we will not have James to carry such responsibilities and that realisation 

has prompted our recent discussions. May I encourage you to be thankful for all that has been good about 

having a dedicated worker – and not only here but also in Sharnbrook. 

 

The Youth Review Group collected and collated many peoples’ thoughts about how to continue once James 

has moved to Warwick. I want to say thank you to the group for their diligence and for their carefulness in 
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preparing the summary and conclusions. You will have seen the fruit of that work in the presentation of the 

needs we have for leaders and helpers of various groups. You will also be aware of the opportunity for each of 

us to consider what part we are playing in the overall life of the church (Sunday services being an important 

part, but not the only part of that life). May I encourage you to deliberately make your own review of what you 

already do so that you can commit to those tasks afresh or consider to what new areas God might be calling 

you.  

 

The Church Witness 

There is one gospel and if we are to be obedient to the commissioning and command of our Lord Jesus Christ 

then we must be faithful in evangelism while recognising that sharing our faith with others can happen in a 

million different contexts. Passion for Life sparked off many great events but it already feels a long time ago. 

Are people growing in confidence to share their faith? It is hard to answer because clear opportunities to 

explain the Christian faith are not very common. Even so, the more we understand that being a Christian is not 

a part-time hobby but the permanent state of being a child in God’s family, the more we will speak naturally 

about our Father and our Saviour and our Enabler. Let us be thankful for the fresh approach of the Men’s 

Nights (see Dudley’s report) and the practical caring of the Midweek Lunch and Tea Service and the patient 

friendliness of Breakout and Aslan’s Club at the schools and the many links with Village groups and activities. 

May I encourage you to deliberately pray for boldness, graciousness and clarity to speak of your Christian faith 

with those you spend time with this coming year. 

 

The Church Walls 

(You can see I’m determined to use Ws) Let us be thankful for our building. So many Christians across the 

world have nowhere to meet safely and be warm and dry. Let us be thankful for the willingness of those with 

special skills and those willing to get their hands dirty doing repairs, making improvements, changing light 

bulbs (harder than you might think) checking security, cleaning floors and polishing candlesticks, skilfully 

arranging flowers, doing laundry and many other hidden tasks. The Church Wardens play a vital role too in 

keeping everything, including the Vicar, in good order. 

The Church Treasurer ensures that the costs of our activities such as heating and lighting and carpentry and 

plumbing and insurance and materials and ministry are met on time and also that we give away a good 

proportion of the income to support other good works. Of course I am especially conscious that we are the 

main source of that money. Let us be thankful for those who are generous beyond measure and see if being 

realistic about costs we can be more generous ourselves. May I encourage you to deliberately take time to 

appreciate the people who support your place of worship and ask God what it should mean for you to be a 

good steward of all he has given. 

 

The Church Way 

At some time or another most of us have felt like a hamster in a wheel running as fast we can getting nowhere; 

“Stop the world I want to get off!” Or to echo the TV show “I’m a citizen of heaven, get me out of here!” If we 

think of what we do only as keeping the machine going we will become tired despondent and disillusioned. 

However Colossians 3:23-24 points us to a different perspective:- 

  
23 

Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for people, 
24 

since you know 

that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.  

 

These words are both a challenge and an encouragement. They call on us to assess our activities according to a 

personal relationship rather than an institution, and to look to the long-term (eternal) blessings rather than an 

instant payoff. But they also remind us that we are engaged in God’s own concerns centred on the glory of his 

one and only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, which with Easter just ahead of us is a wonderful motivation to 

keep on keeping on. 

 

Thank you ALL so much for the contributions you make, and this year especially I must mention Catherine 

Smith for her personal support and practical help with this profile. Whatever you do be regularly and 

wholeheartedly involved for the sake of God’s glory and for your own spiritual health and growth. It is my 

prayer that each of us may escape the rat race and know the delight of a walk with God day by day; rooted in 

him, full of thankfulness, wholehearted, having an eternal hope as we serve the Lord Jesus Christ, to know him 

and make him known.  
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Living God, draw us deeper into your love; 

Jesus our Lord, send us to care and serve; 

Holy Spirit, make us heralds of good news. 

Stir us, strengthen us, teach us and inspire us 

to live your love with generosity and joy, 

imagination and courage; 

for the sake of your world and in the name of Jesus, Amen. 

 

You may recognise that this is the Living God’s Love prayer. Living God’s Love is an initiative of the Bishop of St 

Albans to develop church life and mission in the Diocese. Whilst we may feel somewhat remote from St Albans 

I think the prayer is a good one and later in the year we will be thinking through the whole process of Mission 

Action Planning. 

 

Martin Bailey, Vicar / PCC Chairman 

 

The PCC Year 

The PCC meets about every two months and is made up of the Vicar, the Readers, the Church 

Wardens, Treasurer and an elected cross section of our church family.   Members are elected for a 

three year term at our Annual Parochial Church Meeting each year. Our meetings are opened in 

prayer and with words of challenge and encouragement as Martin speaks to us for a short time on a 

passage from the bible. 

PCC meetings oversee all aspects of the life and work of All Saints, including our worship, our service 

and outreach to the local community, our children’s work, the finances and fabric of the church and 

any new initiatives. 

In particular this year, the PCC has had to, prayerfully, consider the church’s financial position.  We 

have also been looking at how, as a church, we will provide for the youth that we already have 

contact with, and reach more young people, without the support of a full time youth worker. 

I would encourage you to seek election to the PCC as it provides a great opportunity to understand 

the needs of the church and to be involved in any decisions that are made.  If you would like to know 

more about what it would entail, please do not hesitate to speak to Martin or any member of the 

PCC. 

Kathryn Staniforth (PCC Secretary) 

The Electoral Roll 

The number of people on the roll is 115 of whom 12 live outside the parish. 

Sharnbrook Deanery Synod Report for Riseley and St Mary Bletsoe 2010/2011 

Deanery Synod Reps: Martin Bailey, Lynda Simister, Catherine Smith. 

 

Just a few items of interest from the year’s meetings. 

Bishop Alan visited the Deanery in June and called in at Riseley Lower School. He spoke about Living 

God’s Love and his determination to foster mission across the wide variety of churches in the 

Diocese.  
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Mike Pond spoke about the Samaritan’s Purse Shoe Box Appeal (which Katy Carter helps to promote 

at Riseley). Last year (2009) 6,500 shoe boxes were sent from this area. This year (2010) boxes would 

be sent to Romania  

During the year Lynda Simister was appointed to the Diocesan Board for Education. 

A new period of General Synod brought elections and though not elected, Linda Simister’s 

willingness to stand and hard work is deeply appreciated.  

This Deanery raised £5731 during Christian Aid week.  

Stagsden, Bromham, Clapham and Oakley are now parishes within Sharnbrook deanery. 

The most recent meeting of Synod (March) included a passionate presentation on Climate Change 

issues. All parishes were urged to conduct an energy audit and to set targets for reducing our carbon 

footprint as a matter of Christian responsibility. 

Just a few weeks ago the Lay Chairman, Peter Morgan, died after a very long and difficult illness. The 

church in Yelden was full for his funeral and his commitment to Christ was made clear by all who 

spoke.  

Martin Bailey is one of two clergy who represent the Deanery  on the Diocesan Synod. 

 

 

The North Bedfordshire Christian Youth Trust 

Trustees: Martin Bailey, John Heron, John and Yolanda Ibbett, Brian Simister, Diane Jones 

 

The Trust was established with the aim of reaching young people with the good news of Jesus Christ 

in the villages and schools of North Bedfordshire wherever opportunity presented itself. The main 

doorways to be used would be the churches of All Saints and Sharnbrook Evangelical Church funded 

through their congregations and individual gifts. Some individuals have been wonderfully generous 

in supporting the work. Employing a worker full or part time has been the single method of serving 

the aim. Many people reading this will know Roger Fawcett, Sam Pentlow and James Tennant and 

each one has worked differently according to different gifts. There is much to thank God for as many 

young people have received Christian teaching, encouragement, care and friendship through these 

workers. The seed of the Word has been faithfully sown. 

The Trust depends upon giving from more than one source so the trustees have had the 

responsibility of monitoring funds and ensuring that the youth worker has received housing and 

payment according to the terms of the contract entered into. What a wonderful outcome of the step 

of faith that it has been possible to employ James for the full three years for which he was 

appointed. However, despite sacrificial giving both churches recognised that it was not possible 

responsibly to look beyond the original period of commitment and so James and the family will be 

leaving us in May.  

The aim of the Trust is still valid but for now the active work will be on hold. We look back with 

thankfulness and look forward with the conviction that in God’s timing we will know God’s provision 

for the work to be reactivated.  

Martin Bailey 
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Church Wardens’ Report 

 

Mark Eddon, Keith Williams 

 

As I come to the end of my first year as church warden what can I tell you?  

Well firstly that the job has a lot of variety, that you need your fellow church 

warden to be very dedicated and patient (which he is) and that you rely on 

many members of the congregation who contribute massively to the 

‘working’ of the church behind the scenes.  We also spend a fair amount of time attending meetings 

whether it be with Martin, the ‘inspectors’, the PCC, the Youth Transition Group, the Leadership 

Team, etc.,  – each meeting of course generating further action.  Calmness and a sense of humour 

would seem to be helpful assets, as well as being prepared to frequently hand issues over to God! 

 

During the last year the church building has done very well!  I base this statement on the following:- 

 

(1) Last summer we had our normal Annual Archdeacon’s Inspection, but we also had our 

mandatory Quinquennial Inspection conducted by architect Bruce Deacon – an inspection 

which as its name suggests is once every 5 years and is much more thorough and is looking 

forward for a similar period of time.  Between them we had all our record keeping 

scrutinised (christenings, marriages, deaths, weekly/annual returns etc., – thanks very much 

for the upkeep to Jill and Judy), as well as the detailed analysis of the buildings in particular, 

but also the churchyard, internal fittings, inventory, faculties, morale, etc.  The 

recommendations of ‘the big one’ (the Quinquennial) thankfully reported, “no urgent or 

immediate action required”! 

 

(2) Partly because of point 1, relatively speaking we did not have to spend too much money on 

the upkeep of the church in the past 12 months. 

 

(3) The support of the many volunteers (typically 20) on the regular Saturday ‘cleaning and DIY’ 

mornings.  It’s actually fun to turn up and choose whether or not to end up on the roof, or 

up a ladder, or like most people..... on the ground nearer to the doughnuts!  Some can’t 

make the day in question and pitch up at other times to do their stint.  One thing is for sure, 

the more the merrier – there’s a great feeling of all being in it together. 

 

I hope you won’t mind me and indeed I hope you will join me in saying a particular thanks to Philip 

Nicholls and Hugh Staniforth whose unbidden help is invaluable – jobs just get done.  The Gell 

brothers too, who have done a huge job in hedging right around the boundary of the churchyard.   

Recently we have purchased a new sound system with funds from the Friends of All Saints having 

received the Archdeacon’s permission to proceed.  Housing to install it is now being worked on. 

 

So in conclusion, I can report to you, that our beautiful church building needs a lot of loving care, but 

it is holding up and it is a fantastic place to join together and worship our God.  

 

Mark Eddon 

 

Praise God for our Church building and for the fellowship we enjoy in meeting together for worship 

and many social activities which enhance our Church life 

 

Trust in the Lord for ever.  Isaiah 26v4 
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Financial Summary 2010 

 

There was a material improvement in 2010, compared to the situation in 2009, when there had been 

expenditure of about £17,000 more than the income we received. 

The improvement, in the main, was made up of two parts.  Firstly, there was a noticeable increase in 

regular giving during the year, and, secondly, there were not any particularly high costs for 

maintaining the building.  Whilst we cannot expect the second of these reasons to apply each year 

going  into the future, it would be good if we were to see giving being reviewed regularly in future.  

This would mean a rising trend of income, which would enable us to meet our future running costs 

for things like heating, lighting, diocesan parish share for local ministry etc., as well as increasing 

donations to organizations taking ministry further afield. 

Last year’s improved position allowed us to increase our donations to Crosslinks, CPAS and Careforce 

to levels which had previously applied, but it should be remembered that these levels were set a 

considerable number of years ago, so there has been effectively a reduction in our giving to these 

organizations, and that will clearly, over time, reduce their ability to minister in the way they would 

wish. 

It is therefore important, if we are to continue, as an evangelical church, to teach the gospel locally, 

and help it to be taught further afield, we need to maintain regular increases in our individual giving 

over the short, medium, and long term. 

Brian Simister 

Remember this:  Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously 

will also reap generously.  Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 

2 Corinthians 9: 6-8 
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FINANCIAL REPORTS 

 

 
 

12(1-3)  All Saints Church, Riseley BALANCE SHEET – 31
st

 DECEMBER 2010 

 

12 (4)  Friends of All Saints Church, Riseley BALANCE SHEET -31
st

 DECEMBER 2010 
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RISELEY C. of E LOWER SCHOOL 

                    Church Lane,  Riseley, Bedford. MK44 1EL         

  

          Headteacher: Mr David Dyson BA Hons PGCE 

                    Fax/telephone: 01234 708218 

    E-mail: d.dyson@schools.bedfordshire.gov.uk 

                                                   

School Profile 

The school continues to be popular and currently we have 164 pupils on roll. Approximately 50% of 

children come from Riseley and just over 30% travel from Rushden. There are 27 staff, 9 of those 

being teachers. The staffing is stable with little staff movement. Last July we had one teacher who 

left and so was replaced by a part time teacher. 

 

Last July, after waiting a year to hear about the next OfSTED inspection we were pleased to hear that 

because our standards continued to be high, OfSTED should not be visiting us for at least another 

year. This reflects the hard work undertaken by all staff, helping the children to achieve their best.  

 

We started the school year with two new boilers and an updated heating system. The classrooms 

have been upgraded with new carpets, vinyl in the wet areas and furniture. This has made a great 

difference to the classrooms. We have felt the benefits of a much warmer school, some staff say 

they have never known the school so warm! We now have a more pleasant working environment for 

the children and staff! Improvements have also been made to our ICT infrastructure with new 

cabling around the school. The staff room has also been enlarged with additional storage spaces 

made around the school. The next project is to update and decorate the school library and extend 

the entrance to the school. We are very grateful to the diocese for funding most of these 

improvements through extra grants. 

 

We follow a creative curriculum and try to make learning as interesting as possible. We have visitors 

into school, with trips and visits planned throughout the year. Year 4 will be going on their annual 

residential to the Kingswood Activity Centre in Norfolk at the end of March. We have had a book 

week which ended with a mufti day with all children and staff dressing as book characters for the 

day. We were also able to sell books in the school hall after school. Again this year the school has 

taken part in the Samaritan’s Purse, part of ‘Operation Christmas Child’ where we ask children and 

parents to fill shoe boxes for Christmas. This year these were sent to needy children in Romania. Last 

year our school council agreed to sponsor a child, Laxmi, in India. We continue to have a wide variety 

of clubs on offer during lunchtimes and after school. 

 

We are particularly grateful to the Church for their support. We continue to have assemblies led by 

Martin, James or Lynda each Wednesday. James has taken a football club in the early autumn and 

summer terms. Aslan Club on a Wednesday after school has continued to be very popular and has 

grown from strength to strength. At the end of each term we have a service at the Church where 

parents are invited. 

 

Our PTA continues to be very active. In September new committee members were elected. The PTA 

are now working to help us re stock and update the furniture in our library to make it a more 

pleasant learning environment for the children. 

 

The future continues to look exciting and challenging. The new Government continues to make 

changes which will affect the school both now and into the future. At the time of writing I am still 

waiting to hear what our new budget will look like for the next financial year. We are expecting 

some cuts which will mean budgets will be tight for the next few years. 
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The role of the new school governor 

 

Roline Hargreaves and I were appointed as new 

PCC Foundation Governors at Riseley Lower School 

last September in time for the new school year. 

We were provided with lots of reading material 

which was very helpful however there is a lot to 

learn in this role and our first Governing body 

meeting did seem to pass in a slight haze of 

abbreviations and other unfamiliar terms ! Getting 

to grips with SIPS, SDPS, LCVAPS and FMSIS, to name but a very few has been part of the 

role in the first few months. We have been given a great deal of support from other 

Governors and attended an induction evening which introduced us to the duties of the 

Governing body and the concept of the school Governor as “critical friend”.  

 

Each Governor is designated particular areas of special interest and one of our roles is to 

carry out visits to the school to observe these. Mine are  the Humanities and I recently 

visited the school to observe History and Geography being taught at Keystages 1 and 2. 

These visits provide vital opportunities to view first hand how subjects are taught in school.  

 

The remit of the Governing body is very far-reaching and there is a lot to discuss and decide 

at each meeting. The school Budget is always under review and important decisions have to 

be made regarding finance and the development of the school. We have been very 

impressed with the level of commitment by all governors and staff to ensuring that Riseley 

Lower school remains an Outstanding school with a strong Christian ethos. 
 

Larissa Nash 

 

Please continue to pray for our local Church School, for the Governors, Teachers, children, parents 

and all those involved in teaching our children.  Pray that they will know of the love of the Lord Jesus 

through hearing God’s Word taught faithfully and through Aslans Club and that  many children will 

come to Holiday Club. 

 

Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it. 

 

Proverbs 22:6 
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Aslans Club (after school at the Lower School) 

 

James Tennant, Martin & Nicky Bailey, Beryl Wallis, Judith 

Wright, Debbie Kelly 

 

This is an After School Club which meets at the Lower 

School every Wednesday afternoon from 3.15 pm to 4.15 

pm.  We are enjoying our third year and it is still a very 

active club with membership limited to thirty children.  

Others have wanted to join us but we cannot manage any 

more enthusiastic, excitable and boisterous youngsters.  It is a varied hour – refreshments, singing, 

games and craft work – all with a link to the Bible story we are hearing.  From the continued good 

attendance, and many have been with us from the beginning, and the interest and enthusiasm 

shown by the children, I think we can believe that the children find some pleasure from their 

involvement.  All the helpers certainly do.  It is fun and a pleasure to share the enjoyment with the 

children. 

 

Unfortunately James has to leave us in May, but we hope to continue his good work, and we all wish 

him and his family a very happy life in Warwick. 

 

Beryl Wallis 

 

Please pray that there will be enough leaders to sustain this successful club in the future. 

 

 

 

 

ABC Group 

3
rd

 Wednesday of the month 10am-11.30am 

Lynda Simister, Jane Rhodes 
  
Adults, Babies and Children is a friendly and relaxed church run 

playgroup. We have a fantastic leader - Lynda, who tells a bible 

story with help from the children, leads a short sing-along and 

then the children take part in a related craft. A drink and a 

delicious home-made snack are provided for both the children and adults.  Everyone is 

made to feel welcome and we love to see new faces. Come along to our next session (it's 

free), we look forward to seeing you! 

Hannah Selby 

Please pray that more mums will come along with their children to enjoy meeting together with this 

friendly group 
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James Tennant – Youth Worker 

 

As I write these words, I think back to the 

Spring of 2008 when we moved into Riseley. 

We had left Bury St Edmunds in a shower of 

heavy cold rain, but we arrived in Riseley in 

bright spring sunshine, ablaze with daffodils 

and tulips. 

 

As we moved in, we realised that just round 

the corner on Wells road house building was 

rapidly advancing. I suppose you could say 

that was in contrast to the peaceful chocolate box view of village life, slumbering in the sunshine! 

 

As the houses were built then, and indeed today are being finished as the last properties are being 

built, I am reminded that God is the master builder and architect of His church. As builders move 

over the building site, tools and materials are brought in, large and small, noisy and quiet – they all 

work to a plan, and the emerging house can be seen.  

 

The church is just like that – it is built according to God's plan, and not ours. We can have huge 

confidence in Him – and if we don't like the design, then we can make an application to see the 

plans! We can pray and lift our concerns to Him, and then He will gently remind us of His plan to 

build a people together who relate in a way to reflect the image of Jesus. It’s the story of the Bible. 

 

Thank you for welcoming us to be part of God's church here as He builds us all up into Jesus. It is our 

prayer that you will continue to look to Him – the author and perfecter of our faith – over the next 

years, and indeed all the days of your life. 

 

We are looking forward to moving to Warwick at the end of May to begin life serving among the 

people of Saltisford Evangelical Church. I am employed to be Youth Pastor, and oversee the youth 

work, and seek to integrate youth into the life of the church. We have already spoken of some of the 

history of the work of God in that place, and some of the hopes for the future as Saltisford look to 

God to provide and guide according to the promises of His word. 

 

We don't know where we will live, or where the children will go to school. All of this can't be 

arranged yet – but we take courage that the God who called Abraham is still calling people to a life of 

faith, to leave behind the known, to move into the unknown with the knowledge of God's 

faithfulness. 

 

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him 

endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  

Hebrews 12:2 

 

The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your country, your people and your father’s household and go 

to the land I will show you.  

Genesis 12:1 
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Creche/Scramblers  (0 – pre-school) Sunday morning 

 

Margaret Nicholls, Ali Tennant, Larissa Nash, Sue Williams, Penny Grey, Alison 

Blanchard and Roline Hargeaves, Diane Sollars. 

 

We are a small group that varies in number from one to six.  The children are aged 

between 0 and 4. We meet in the church room during Sunday morning services. 

 

Since January material published by Scripture Union called Bubbles for under 5’s 

has been used and seems to be working well.  To accompany the teaching material we have bought 

a Big Bible Storybook, which has lovely pictures with each story. 

 

We have had stories about David, Epaphroditus, Philemon, Timothy and Jonah.  After the story the 

children do an activity of either colouring or making something to illustrate the story.  We then have 

a drink and a biscuit and if there is time play with toys. 

 

Margaret  Nicholls 

Climbers (Reception-9+) Sunday morning 

 

Jo Nicholls, Kathryn Staniforth, Dawn and Mark Burnage, Verena Pentlow and Lynne Wallis. 

 

Climbers is one of the Sunday morning young people’s groups.  It is for those children in school 

Reception Year through to Year 5.  We meet in the first tower room in the church.  It is a really great 

group to have the privilege to teach and to be a part of.  The children come with enthusiasm and 

interest and are always keen to join in with the various activities of the session. 

 

The structure of the group can vary greatly from week to week.  Sometimes there can be just one 

Climber and then on another occasion there can be anything up to ten (including any visitors).  The 

ages of the children are spread across the full range of the school years (with the exception of any 

current Year 1’s).  These variations in attendance and the range in ages, do inevitably present certain 

challenges some weeks, in terms of how you meet the needs of every individual who is there.  What 

is great, however, is that in spite of these variations, the group does seem to gel really well each 

week, and they are a lovely group of children to be around and to teach. 

 

We have continued to use the ‘Click’ teaching material which is an excellent resource published by 

‘The Good Book Company’.  It has lots of great ideas and ways of presenting the Bible-centred 

message which you can then adapt for your individual group each week. 

 

There have been a few changes of leaders for the group since September and many thanks go to 

those that have been part of the previous Climbers team.   We are very thankful too for the six 

leaders who currently form the regular leaders’ team (see below). 

  

We would very much value continued prayers for the Climbers members, for their growth within the 

group – both spiritually and numerically – and for their regular attendance.  As leaders, we would 

also appreciate prayers for us in our developing relationships with the children – as we get to know 

them better and vice versa – and in our preparations and as we lead the sessions each week. 

 

Jo Nicholls 

 

We loved you so much that we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but 

our lives as well, because you had become so dear to us.  1 Thessalonians 2:8 
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Omega (13-15 years) Sunday morning 

Nicky Bailey, Joe Sheffield, Richard White, Katy Carter, Sarah Smith 

 

Omega is a great group to be part of and is very fun! At the moment we 

are working through a book called “A Heart that is full” which focuses on 

different parts of your heart, for example “A heart that is passionate for 

God.” We have group prayers and we get to know the bible better by 

looking at different passages. We also do fun craft activities such as 

making cards.  In amongst all of this we find time to play some games (sometimes involving edible 

prizes!) Omega is a time to talk about your feelings about the Bible freely whilst having a relaxing 

time with the leaders and other group members.  

 

Josh Eddon 

 

So then just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him rooted and built up in him, 

strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.   Col 2:6-7 

 

 

 

Omega+ (13-15 years) 3
rd

 Friday of month 

 

James Tennant, Dianne Jones, Hannah Foster  and Jonathan Nicholls 

 

Omega+ is a youth club for young people in Year 9 (13/14 year olds). We meet on the third Friday of 

each month in either the church room or more recently in the Vicarage extension. 

 

We currently have four boys who attend regularly. Some of them have come up through other 

church youth activities, such as the Sunday morning groups and/or Fusion youth club, for others this 

may be their only regular contact with the church. 

 

Activities we have run have included Scalextric racing, the strangely popular “Clay-o-Rama” and 

board games of various types. We usually provide food for the members (and leaders!) which always 

goes down well. 

 

Each session ends with a “thinking time” where the young people are encouraged/challenged to 

think more about Christianity and how it affects their lives. 

 

Please pray for the young people that they would want to invite their friends along and that God 

would make a difference in their lives. Please also pray for the leaders that we would be open and 

sincere about our own faith to the young people as we try to build positive Christian relationships 

with them. 

 

Jonathan Nicholls 

 

The Lord is near to all who call on him in truth Psalm 145 v.18 

 

 

 



21 

 

The Fusion Youth Club for Years 5 – 8 

James Tennant, Dave Sheffield, Trevor Staniforth, Martin Hargreaves, Mark Burnage, 

Catherine Veitch , Sarah Smith 

We meet twice a month on a Friday  in the Church. We alternate 

between craft and games evenings and themed evenings. Currently we have a faithful group 

of children who participate well with our Bible based thinking times and we praise God that 

often we, as leaders, are left with perceptive questions to answer during the activity time.  

We have great fun on the themed nights and we have a talented team of leaders who have 

provided inventive activities including clayorama, movie making, circus skills, remote control 

cars, scavenger hunts and we always enjoy our annual summer barbeques.  

We are thankful that we have built up a great relationship with the children who attend so 

that they have the confidence to voice all of their questions without fear of ridicule. 

However, we face some challenges in the coming months, not least – we are losing James 

who has lead this successful team for three years, but also, we know that we will be losing a 

large group of Year 8 children in July.  

If all this excitement inspires you, why don't you come along and join us as a leader?! 

Please pray for us: 

• to advertise successfully; 

• to recruit many of the children who will be leaving Year four in the summer; 

• to openly review our session times to make sure we don’t clash with other village 

activities for the same age group and to seek God’s guidance if we need to make any 

changes; 

• to attract newcomers from the surrounding villages and 

• to continue to provide a safe, fun, popular club where we can share God’s word. 

Sarah Smith 

 

“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have 

been called according to his purpose.” – Romans 8:28 
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CYFA (16 years plus) Sunday evening  

James & Ali Tennant and Martin & Nicky Bailey 

James and I have enjoyed having CYFA at our house for another year.  It is exciting to listen and 

discuss the Bible with this group of young people and see them grow in their faith as a result of 

being challenged by God's Word.  We pray that they will all go on with their faith and work it out in 

fear and trembling as they discover what Jesus means for them personally and how this is worked 

out in their everyday lives.  We have been studying Psalms and the book of James recently and we 

have been showing them different ways to study the Bible to enable them to do it for themselves 

and discover the truths for their lives. 

 

Ali Tennant 

 

 

Youth Survey 

Keith Williams, Jonathan Nicholls, Katy Carter, Dianne Jones, Catherine Smith 

In November last year our small team met together for the purpose of conducting a survey of our 

Church to find out how youth work was perceived, what our needs are, what is working well and 

what we can do better.   

 

Our remit was: 

 

• To pray about the future of our youth ministry 

• Consult widely 

• Produce a brief report in time for the PCC meeting on 10
th

 January 2011. 

 

This was quite a challenge but between us we managed to survey around 30 people (surveys are still 

coming in).  Everyone was invited to take part and leaders of our young people’s groups were 

specifically targeted to take part.  Survey forms are still available if you would like to complete one. 

 

The positive feedback was encouraging and ideas have been put forward which indicate a clear 

desire to improve and rejuvenate our youth activities and to do things even better in the future. 

 

We produced a report to the PCC and have since made available a brief summary which is displayed 

on the notice board.  A copy of the full report is available on request. 

 

We have already moved on to James’ transition and we are making progress with our future 

planning for when James leaves us at the end of May and his help with this has been invaluable.  We 

have been very blessed to have James as our youth worker during his 3 years here and we are going 

to miss his ministry to our young people which he has carried out so diligently and faithfully.   

 

Catherine Smith 

 

 

Rejoice in the Lord always.  I will say it again: Rejoice!  Let your gentleness be evident to all.  The 

Lord is near.  Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  Philippians 4: 4-6 
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Breakout 

James Tennant and Catherine Veitch 

 

 Friday lunch time at Margaret Beaufort is Breakout time.  We usually start with a 

game, have a sweet or two and go on to look at a section of the Bible. We use 

Scripture Union’s Schools Live material which is available on line, is easy to use and enables  us to 

select from a range of activities. 

 

The club is open to all children at the school but our numbers have fluctuated greatly over the years 

it has been running. The fact that the school has recently introduced staggered lunch breaks has 

made things tricky and we have to be prepared sometimes to run two very short sessions- one for 

years 7 and 8 and one for years 5 and 6 if young people from each of the years come along. Over the 

years we have tended, at any one time, to have a small core of young people and others who come 

along occasionally. Other activities at the school at lunchtimes affect our numbers. This means that 

all our sessions have to be able to stand alone. One of our greatest challenges is to keep the group 

focussed long enough to get over the key points of the session- it’s not part of school, it’s their lunch 

time and they want to have fun! It’s great, when we do manage to keep them focussed long enough, 

to hear some of the insightful comments and their interest in what we are saying. The club is 

currently led by James assisted by Catherine Veitch . When James leaves we will need some more 

leaders so if you have some spare time between12.40 and 1.40 on Fridays please contact us (it 

doesn’t need to be every week because we could have a rota).  

 

Please pray for more young people coming along, that we get over God’s message faithfully, that we 

keep the young people focussed and develop our relationship with them and for more leaders. 

 

Catherine Veitch 

 

TFG (Girls) 

 

TFG meets every Wednesday afternoon from 3.40 pm until 5.00 pm to discuss 

the Bible as well as any questions or queries we have. As we have a more 

experienced leader, she is very good at answering difficult questions about 

Christian life. In the past we have studied several different types of notes and tried different ways of 

learning about God, but at the moment we are studying a series of well-written, straight-to-the-

point books that are helping us to understand more of the difficult problems within Christianity. As 

well as the Christian aspect of it, TFG also gives us the opportunity to have a well-needed catch up 

with our Christian friends and socialise together. I thoroughly enjoy it because I find I learn 

something new every single week and get to know the people in my group better by chatting and 

discussing things with them.  

 

Ellie Burnage 

 

This is just one of the TFG Groups. Please pray that there will be opportunities for our young people 

to belong to a “Time for God” Group, and particularly that we will be able to offer this to the boys as 

James does this presently. Please pray that new leaders will come forward to facilitate this. 

 

 “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed which a man took and planted in his field.  Though 

it is the smallest of all your seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes 

a tree, so that the birds of the air come and perch in its branches.”  Matthew 13:31 
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Ventures 

 

Have you ever felt so encouraged and excited that no matter 

where you were or who you were with, you just wanted to share it 

with anyone and everyone? Well I certainly have! Ventures are 

fantastic holiday camps for anyone aged between 8-18 years old 

whether you're just keen to have a really enjoyable break and/or 

are interested in learning more about what it is to be a Christian 

and the wonderful message  about God. Most of them are in the 

summer holidays but there are a few shorter camps which run in half term round October time. 

 

Now, you might be thinking that it's just another camp where you have the classic outdoor/indoor 

pool, maybe a ping-pong table and then you just sort of laze about but Venture camps are very 

unique. The campus is usually a very nice boarding school but it doesn't feel like school at all! It is 

just the venue and many of them have fantastic facilities such as a swimming pool, squash courts, 

tennis courts and other sports equipment.  

 

I have been on camp 6 times now! I Started off at age 10 at a camp with my brother and my parents 

as they were in charge of the Christian book stall, and I am now 17 and about to go on my 7th camp 

in the summer!  

 

There are so many amazing things about camp. One would be that you meet new people including 

Christians and make some really great friends, whether they're people in your dorm who you stay 

with for the whole duration of camp or people you meet in other activities. 

 

Two has got to be the food! I can't tell you the number of times I have now sung the 'Oh what a lov-

erly Crumble' song! The Apple crumble is a particular specialty at Sparkford 1 - the camp I have been 

on for 3 years now and am very looking forward to my fourth, and I'm usually a fussy eater! Three 

being the silly, fun, interestingly unusual games such as last year during the dorm tournament. There 

was a very twisted version of the game 'Twister' where the spots were no ordinary spots. The red 

spots had ketchup on them, the yellow spots had salad cream, the green spots had mushy peas, and 

my favourite, (although absolutely disgusting) the blue spots had dog food on them!!! 

 

But don’t worry, you don't have to take part in all of the messy games, but in my opinion it's a lot 

more fun that way! However there is an alternative to the competitive games. Every morning there 

are activities which are advertised in strange ways during breakfast for example, two leaders were 

doing 'Pinny-art, ya?' but of course it resolved to making piñatas!! 

 

Now this is all great for fun and games, but this is just the icing on the cake. As well as immeasurable 

amounts of fun, this is all surrounding the good teaching of the Bible.  

 

I really want to encourage any young person to go to a venture camp. They really are so much fun 

and like I said at the beginning, all I wanted to do was to share this great feeling with everyone!  

 

Whichever camp you go on, I hope you have a wonderful time!   

Susanna Bailey 
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Christianity Explored 

 

The aim is simple: to meet the person of Jesus in the pages of Mark’s Gospel. The DVD presentations by Rico 

Tice are clear and direct and there is plenty of room for discussion and questions over the 8 weeks. No 

previous knowledge is required and participants are never asked to read or sing or pray.  It is very well suited 

to a smallish group of four to six people with two leaders, although it can work with just one or two people. 

The course can be run whenever someone or a few people express an interest and dates can be found in the 

diary. There are several members of the congregation who have run it with young people and with adults. 

Many Christians have found it refreshing for themselves and then found the confidence to invite friends who 

are not Christians to try it.  

 

Some comments I remember from previous participants. 

 

I’m really surprised by the things we discuss.  

It’s really interesting because I remember some of this stuff from school but I didn’t understand it 

then. 

So you really don’t mind if I ask those questions? 

That’s completely the opposite of what I used to think. 

I just can’t wait for week 7! (The title of that week is What is a Christian?) 

 

The DVD talks are currently being re-filmed and it will be interesting to see what has been changed but the big 

themes of exploring Jesus’ identity, mission and call will remain the same, because Mark’s Gospel - the course 

material - remains the same.  

 

Please pray for a steady manageable flow of people who will gel in suitable groups.  

It would be good to be able to run at least two courses a year.  

 

Pray for well prepared confident leaders and for God to open people’s eyes to see who Jesus really is. 

 

Martin and Nicky Bailey 

 

 

Prayer Group 

Catherine Smith, Ali Tennant, Larrissa Nash and Hannah Foster 

 

We have been meeting together to pray for just over a year.  We try to meet every week on either a 

Monday or a Tuesday evening and spend time sharing together the joys and struggles of our lives as well as 

things in the church and the world that need prayer.  We have seen some amazing answers to our prayers and 

it is great to praise God for these. 

 

Our prayer group is not just about the time that we meet together. God has really helped us to grow in our 

faith and our friendship together.  We find that meeting together has given us the confidence to know that if 

we need prayer during the week all we need to do is just phone, send a text or email and be encouraged that 

you know other people are praying for your situation. 

 

Jesus promised, “for where two or three come together in my name, there I am with them” Matthew 18:20. 

We have certainly found this to be true for our little group and we would encourage anyone who is not in a 

prayer group to find other people to pray with. 

 

Hannah Foster 

 

 

This is just one of the prayer triplets that meet regularly.  If you would like to belong to a prayer triplet, 

please speak to Martin Bailey. 
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Holiday Club 2011 

Planning for this year’s holiday club started back in 

October when the core team met to brainstorm ideas 

and look at how we could build on the success of last 

year’s excellent “Knight’s Quest” Holiday Club.  A 

nautical theme soon became our favoured option and 

before long SS Discovery was launched! 

The core meetings have been a great encouragement 

with each of us bringing different skills to the table. 

We were thrilled with the church family’s response to 

our appeal for craft materials (thank you very much) 

but we still need more laundry tablet boxes (big or 

small) – so please keep washing! 

 

Many people have come forward to help prepare props and craft resources and we also 

have a growing team who have offered to help during holiday club itself (19
th

-21
st

 April). By 

the middle of February we already had 28 children signed up to come – a testament to the 

success of last year’s Holiday Club. Please pray for all the SS Discovery preparations and also 

for the youngsters who will be coming along that we might teach them more about God in 

an exciting, powerful and relevant way. 

 

If you would like to be involved – it’s not too late! We are confident that you will find it a 

really positive experience and we’d love to see more hands on deck!  

Please see James, Ali, Sally or Katy if you are interested. 

 

Sally Eddon 

 

Please pray for all those who have volunteered to help this year and that more will find time 

to become involved, but most of all please pray that lots of children will come and have a 

great time and learn about Jesus. 

 

He took a little child and had him stand among them.  Taking him in his arms, he said to 

them, “Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and 

whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.”  

Mark 9:36-37 
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Growing up in a Church 

 

As far as I know I went to All Saints Riseley all my life, up until 

the summer of 2008 when I left for University. Growing up in a 

church community meant some very good things; friends, older 

and younger, support over many things; from being babysat 

when I was younger to being given advice as a teenager, to being 

discipled as a young adult. Most importantly, it meant that I 

grew up knowing the Bible and therefore knowing Jesus.  

 

The Bible can most definitely be understood by children; in Ephesians 6:1 Paul addresses the 

children directly as he commands them to obey their parents, no doubt he meant the rest of the 

letter to be read to the children too – the bible was written for all ages to understand. When you 

grow up like that; in a church, coming to university is a make or break time; your faith can no longer 

rest upon your parents’ influence.  

 

I left Riseley with a great deal of knowledge about God but university tested and proved my faith. I 

believe that growing up in All Saints was the spring board for the vast spiritual growth God has been 

gracious enough to grant me in my years at University. Growth that led me to sign up to two months 

mission in China last summer where I taught English in 3 different summer camps and shared Jesus 

with whoever asked!  

 

This summer I’m getting married to a wonderful Christian man and one day when we have children 

of our own, my greatest hope for them is that they will know and love Jesus.  

 

Growing up in a church community was a great start and I want to encourage everyone at All Saints; 

don’t forget the little ones among you – invest in them, invite them into your lives, share Jesus with 

them regularly and uphold them in prayer, you never know where they’ll go, how their life will be 

shaped and how they’ll go on to shape others’ lives through the gospel and the power of the Spirit of 

God.   

 

Anna Sollars 

 

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.   Therefore 

go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit..     Matthew 28:18-1 
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Home Groups 

 

We are lucky to be members of the Thursday House Group 

which varies in numbers each week from a low of 4 to a high 

of 10. We always find reading the study and bible together 

helps us to understand more and we try to apply the lessons to our daily lives. Group 

members with their different views contribute to each study bringing more understanding 

to each subject.  

 

However the social and friendship part of each evening as we discuss our week’s high points 

and of course the reverse is beneficial to us all. Sharing always seems to lift our spirits in 

that other people have similar experiences to our own and we are not alone. 

 

We meet at Diane’s house most of the time but occasionally move to Roline’s and are 

looked after very well. We must thank our hosts for their hospitality and their families for 

allowing themselves to be banished to the kitchen at these times. 

In addition to our studies we find time to socialise sometimes with a lunch and a Christmas 

festivity a great time to relax. 

 

As we do not live in Riseley we value these evenings highly as it allows us to feel much more 

a part of the family of All Saints extending our feeling of belonging.  

 

Penny & Roger  

 

We meet each week to chat, study the Bible and pray.  We have worked our way through 

several Bible study books, most recently looking at Jonah in parallel (or almost) to the 

sermon series – which has been particularly helpful.  We always welcome new members, so 

do please feel free to come along.  We would love to see you! 

 

Rachel White 

 

Please pray – if any men would like to join this female dominated group, they would be 

great company for Roger! 

 

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking 

of bread and to prayer.  Acts 2:42 

 

 

 

If you would like to join a house group or help to set up a new one, please speak to Martin 

Bailey. 
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Brook House Service 

A service is held at Brook House on the fourth Wednesday of each 

month at 2.30 pm 

We meet in the lounge.  Numbers can vary according to how well the 

residents are, but we can get between 8 and 10 people. 

Martin leads the service.  We usually have four hymns accompanied on the piano.  These 

are well known to most of the residents and they always enjoy singing.  Martin reads a 

passage from the Bible followed by a short talk and also leads the prayers.  Four or five  of 

us go from the Church to support Martin each month.  The residents must enjoy the service 

as a number there ask when we are going again and always enjoy a chat afterwards. 

Sadly a number of our regulars have died during the year and we miss them very much 

Mary Skevington 

Praise God for giving us this opportunity to enjoy fellowship with the residents of Brook 

House.  Please pray for the carers and residents there that they will know the joy of the Lord 

Jesus and that they will find comfort from his great love for them. 

They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the Lord for the display of his 

splendour. 

Isaiah 61:3b 

 

Midweek Services 

The midweek monthly service, followed by lunch has been an established 

event for over ten years, and the Tea Service is proving to be a popular 

addition, giving us the opportunity to enjoy fellowship together during the 

week on alternate Thursdays. 

The lunch service, at 11.30 am on the first Thursday of the month lasts 

about 45 minutes and is followed by homemade soup and rolls, a 

selection of delicious puddings, cheese and biscuits, and tea or coffee.  All for a nominal £2. 

The Tea Service on the third Thursday at 3.00 pm lasts about half an hour and followed by a cup of 

tea and a variety of homemade cakes.  Both events provide an opportunity to learn more about 

God’s Word and to discover what the Bible has to say to each one of us about how God wants us to 

live our lives and how much he loves us. 

It is good to get together afterwards and enjoy one another’s company and good food, so if this 

appeals to anybody who hasn’t given it a try.  Please come and join us, we’d love to see you. 

Judy Green 
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Bell Ringers 
 

I am pleased to report that the bell ringers are still going strong and 

managing to ring for the first Sunday in the month as well as 

festivals and weddings. 

 

We have been very pleased to welcome recently some new 

volunteers to our weekly practice nights on a Monday evening to 

learn how to ring. We hope that you will all understand that during 

some part of our practice only one bell being rung but. All being 

well this should not be for too long and the newcomers will be 

joining in the band fully.  

 

New volunteers are always welcome to come and try their hand at ringing - all under 

supervision. 

 

Practice evening Monday 7.30 to 9 p.m. 

 

First Sunday in the month 10.15 to 10.45 a.m. 

 

We do get visiting bands of ringers come to ring in our tower from time to time who all 

comment on the quality and sound of our bells. 

 

The local bell ringing association will be holding their quarterly meeting here on April 2
nd.

  

 

David Shaw 

 

Please pray that we will continue to enjoy the welcoming sound of our Church bells and give 

thanks to God who has blessed us with such a fine set of bells. 

 

Clap your hands, all you nations; shout to God with cries of joy.  How awesome is the Lord 

Most High, the great King over all the earth!   

Psalm 47 v. 1-2 
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Ladies Book Group 2009-10 

Our aim to meet termly this year has failed! We read ‘The 

Hiding Place’ by Corrie Ten Boom during the Summer Term 

but only met to discuss it in September and having finally 

tracked down the DVD at the end of the summer, decided to 

extend the showing to the whole village for our film night, 

scheduled to coincide with the Remembrance Weekend in 

November. 

 

The book is autobiographical telling the story of how 50 year old Corrie becomes involved in 

the perilous occupation of concealing Jews from the Nazis during the second world war, 

resulting in her   imprisonment in a concentration camp along with her sister and father who 

both died before release. Many found the book and the clear demonstration of faith in 

action in the most difficult circumstances very inspiring and I hope that those who came to 

the film who don’t usually come to church or our book group meetings found the example 

of strong Christian faith under pressure both challenging and deeply attractive. 

 

Having received complaints in the past about the cost of the books, I was unable to find a 

cheap current title for us to read. Instead, I have opted to stick to older classics which are 

available second hand but still in print for those who would prefer a new copy. 

 

Our next book will be “Living Sacrifice” by Helen Roseveare - a medical Missionary to the 

Congo who many of us heard speak inspiringly at the London Women’s Convention. I have 

managed to track down 10 copies in good condition at a price of £2.81 via Amazon 

marketplace. They should be arriving in the next week or two. The cheapest new copy I’ve 

found is from Eden bookshops on line at £6.82. Assuming the books arrive on time, I’m 

hoping we can meet either just before or just after Easter. Do speak to me if you would like 

to reserve a copy.  

 

Do join us if you can and watch the notice sheet for our next book and meeting. 

 

Nicky Bailey 

 

be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and 

approve what God”s will is – his good, pleasing and perfect will.' Romans 12v2 
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All Saints Music Group 

Jo, Sally, Martin, Graham, Jon, Ellie, Susanna, Kathryn, Ali, Nicky, Julia 

 

Musicians and singers come and go but the last twelve months has seen quite a few 
changes. The biggest change has been the introduction of a number of new singers. This has meant 
a greater flexibility and a new diversity, which we hope is benefiting everyone. We can have up to 8 
musicians at any one time which is I am told by other church musicians a very enviable situation, so 
praise the Lord for the gifts he has given this church. 
 
The varied talents of the group offer Riseley a wonderful opportunity to have music of all types on a 
Sunday morning. It’s not always an easy “job” as it means getting to Church at least an hour earlier 
and after clearing up we can be the last out. That said it is a wonderfully rewarding thing to do and a 
true privilege to be able to use our talents for God’s work.   

The group can get the songs given to them the night before a service, but it’s a testament to the 
band’s strength that whatever is thrown at them they manage to put together something that 
resembles the right music.  

A huge thank you goes to our Musical Director (Jo Nicholls) for her patience and great organisational 
skills at getting the song lists and musicians available.  

In 2011 we will have a new sound system, which will make the Music sound clearer and give us much 
more flexibility. It is always a great joy to hear the congregation singing but sometimes tucked away 
behind the screen we seem remote from them. Occasionally it would be nice to come forward onto 
the dais and join everyone. 

We are always very happy to have new musicians come and join us. Please come and see us or talk 
to Jo Nicholls. We would also love to know what music you have enjoyed – Old or New. One event in 
2010 we all enjoyed was Songs of Praise, which we would like to repeat in 2011. Everyone’s support 
and of course prayer is always greatly cherished. 

Graham Sollars 

 

Give thanks for our musicians and singers for their gifts and their commitment to providing 

great music at our services  

 

It is good to praise the Lord.  Psalm 92:1 
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The Men’s Group 

 

Although strictly not an official All Saints initiative, my motivation for starting the Men’s Group came 

from hearing Rico Tice talking about friendship evangelism at the London Men’s convention several 

years ago.  Basically the best way to start getting into meaningful conversations with new people 

about our faith is to start building common ground through friendships first. 

 

The Riseley Men’s Group has grown and now consists of about twenty of us mostly middle aged 

men, approximately half of whom are members of All Saints and the others non-Christian friends 

from around the village. We meet on roughly a monthly basis, and enjoy a range of activities from 

concerts, ten pin bowling, astronomy, film nights, early morning walks and cycle rides etc. 

 

In the past year I have specifically tried to step up the number of events we have run where we can 

build meaningful conversations about our faith and how Christians can positively impact on all 

aspects of society today. Examples of this include an illuminating talk on Restorative Justice by a 

Christian Senior Circuit Judge (opened to all men at All Saints) and a thought provoking evening on 

Passion in Science led by John Wood. Only this week we had a great meaningful discussion after 

watching the film ‘Amazing Grace’ about the faith and lives of William Wilberforce and John Newton.  

We try where possible to meet in each other’s homes to encourage the informal feel of the 

evenings. This means that we are unable to expand further with the size of a single group. 

 

I really would encourage anybody in ‘All Saints’ to replicate this type of group with other men or 

women of different ages as it shouldn’t be exclusive and it really is a good way for us (particularly 

men) to get to build meaningful friendships with others outside of the church. Please have a chat 

with me if you want to discuss ideas for this. 

 

Challenges  - It can be frustratingly slow moving people on to more than sporadic attendance at 

church or any form of commitment to explore Christianity more personally and I would welcome 

help and ideas here. 

 

Disappointments – Whether rightly or wrongly I feel that the value of this type of group is always 

questioned by some at ‘All Saints’ and as such could always sit at the fringe of our church activities. 

 

Please pray that we can continue to run a programme that is interesting for men to come 

to that includes real opportunities for people to explore and discuss the big questions in 

life and that we can build ideas to help move people on to explore Christianity in a more 

personal and deeper way  

   

 ‘But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone 

who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and 

respect’.   1 Peter 3:15 

 

Dudley Ferdinando 
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All Saints All together 2010 (Church weekend away) 

at the Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick. 

Well yes, we signed up for the weekend trip, packed our bags, 

nappies and a lot more things I’m sure we never used, and headed 

up to the Hayes Conference Centre in Derbyshire. 

Although we were a little apprehensive about taking a young Mia with us, it wasn’t a problem. In 

fact 5 minutes after arriving, Mia soon found one of the best equipped toy rooms I’ve ever seen, 

even though it turned out to be set up for another church group! 

Our speaker was Alex Ross (former vicar at Bishop Hannington) who spoke from Philippians about 

Joy in Generosity, Joy in the Church and Joy in the Lord. It was lovely to hear the bible taught in such 

a clear, practical and accessible way with helpful, and on occasions entertaining illustrations from 

Alex’s ministry. I believe a recorded CD is available of these talks. 

The children’s group for babies, toddlers and young children was well organised. This allowed mums 

to attend some of the adult sessions knowing that their children were well looked after and in safe 

hands. The evening sessions were not too much of a problem as some of the mums and grandmas 

took turns to babysit.  

One of the best things about the weekend was being able to spend quality time with our church 

family outside of a busy Sunday service setting. Here we were able to chat, especially with folk that 

we didn’t know very well, and for me, just 1 beer at the bar, honest. And if that wasn’t enough, 

there was the opportunity of a friendly (although slightly competitive) game of Frisbie on the lawn; 

and then who could forget the ‘Riseley Has Talent’ evening! Unfortunately I’m unable to release too 

much of the video footage at this time for contractual reasons - numerous star performers are in the 

proceeds of bringing out their autobiographies! However, a short video clip will be available shortly. 

In summary, I can confirm that the original leaflet slogan ‘Good food, Good company, Good purpose, 

Good book’ completely lived up to its billing. We would very much encourage anyone who is 

thinking of coming to the next weekend away (and those that are not) to sign up as soon as possible; 

you will not be disappointed. 

 

Please pray for: 

• Those planning for the next Church weekend away and the logistics of finding an ideal 

venue, main speaker and youth leaders group. 

• Those who are thinking (and those who are not sure) of coming. 

• Our church family and getting to know and encourage each other better. 

 

A ‘joyful’ Martin, Roline & Mia Hargreaves 

Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one 

another – and all the more as you see the Day approaching.  Hebrews 10:25 
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Festive is a national Christian Initiative that started in 2007 aiming to provide Christian support for 

students and staff in Further Education Colleges, Sixth Form Colleges and Sixth Forms attached to 

schools. Our hearts desire is to see a vibrant Christian presence in the Further Education sector. We 

work in partnership with ‘Scripture Union’ and the ‘Universities and Colleges Christian Fellowship’.  

 

16-19 year olds are a crucial age group which, evidence indicates, are the least represented in the UK 

Church. In order to effectively engage with them we need to meet them where they are – the 

majority will be in a place of education near to their homes. As of summer 2010, there are 424 

Further Education Colleges alongside many technical Colleges and Sixth Forms being attended by 

over 1,254,000 16-19 year old students. (www.aoc.co.uk/en/about_colleges/facts_and_figures/) 

 

Rather than seeking to undertake all of the ‘on the ground’ work ourselves, Festive aims to inspire, 

encourage and equip local support of Christian witness. 

 

After a year of volunteering with Festive they have given me a position on the team focusing on 

advice and communication – this basically means that I am the first point of contact for staff, 

students, chaplains, churches and agencies pointing to our free resources, providing advice and 

prayer support.  

 

God is good. We thank God for the provision of enough money to run, for Neil who runs our website 

and does our design work despite having a full time job, for answering our prayers and bringing 

some students into His family and for raising up more teachers who want to encourage Christian 

Witness in their schools and colleges.   

 

Please pray: 

•  that we would be able to appropriately support, encourage, advice and pray for all those 

who get in touch with us; 

•  for the students as they seek to run outreach events for Easter; 

• for wisdom in deciding the most appropriate events, for planning and preparation and that 

the events themselves would show Jesus clearly and that students would become believers. 

• for all those adults who support student Christian witness. Please pray that they would be 

encouraged, given new ideas and be able to manage this alongside all their other work and 

life commitments; 

•  that I would grow in my knowledge and understanding of the work and that I would be wise 

in support and advice. Please pray especially for my prayer life that I would be more and 

more reliant on God and trust Him at all times. 

Karen Jones (neé Smith) 

 

To Him be glory in the Church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.  

Ephesians 3:21 
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Stables Christian Centre, Bolnhurst 

 

The Stables has been glad of prayer and financial support from All Saints over the past few 

years.  Just six miles away from Riseley, several church members are on the Centre staff, 

which is an interdenominational Christian charity offering a safe and tranquil working 

experience to small groups of vulnerable adults.   

 

This year we have welcomed adults with a learning disability who enjoy being able to work 

at their own pace and be valued for their achievements.  On another day we have those 

who are more able but who struggle with a variety of mental health problems.  There are 

some with ASD (autistic spectrum disorder) on both days.  A final group is ex-offenders who 

are trying to go straight and earn their place in society again in what is often an 

unwelcoming climate.   

 

We are blessed with a dedicated and able staff team who have supported each other 

through the year as we work to bring some pointers of hope, and in particular to share what 

Jesus means to us and his love and sacrifice for all. 

 

Ali Wood 

 

 

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit but in humility consider others better 

than yourselves.  Each of you should look not only to your own interests but also to the 

interests of others. 

 

Philippians 2:3 
 

 

 

 

 



37 

 

 

 

 

Brass and Flowers 

Alison Keating, Margaret Ward, Margaret Nicholls, Catherine Smith 

Throughout the year our small team look after the brass cleaning and refresh the alter flowers.  

Although I must admit that the brass in my own home is quite neglected, I find the time I spend 

cleaning our Church brass quite therapeutic.  It is a quiet time for me to reflect and pray and the 

polishing keeps me warm.  Then the fun bit, arranging the flowers in the vases and lastly a feeling of 

peace and calm that lasts all the way home!  The rota works on a monthly basis and each person’s 

turn comes round 3 times a year. 

 

Special celebrations 

 

Alison Keating, Ann Harrott, Judith Wright, Beryl Wallis,  Sue Draper 

 

We cannot fail to notice the flowers which adorn the window sills and font and the resplendent 

pedestals.  Alison Keating co-ordinates these events.  

 

 
Cleaning 

 

This may seem a daunting task if you have volunteered on your own to go on the cleaning rota, but if 

you can find a friend to join you, it can be a chance to have a chat, maybe a cup of tea and share the 

tasks. Before you know it the Church is spick and span ready for the next service. I have been glad to 

have some help from Alison who has come on the rota with me. 

 

This is an extremely important job that needs to be done each week to keep the building clean and 

orderly ready for our services and meetings that regularly take place.  Visitors are frequent at 

weddings, funerals etc.  If we were receiving guests in our own homes, a bit of dusting and 

vacuuming is bound to take place before our visitors arrive.  Cleaning is as much a preparation for 

our services as any other part of our morning worship and although it is not always a job that is 

relished it should not deter us from taking it on with joyful hearts, in the Lords service. 

 

Please pray that more people will join the rota to spread the load for our existing band of cleaners. 

Also that we are mindful of the people who will be cleaning up after us by putting service books 

away at the end of services, taking our service sheets away with us and generally leaving the pews 

and Church Room tidy after using them. 

 

Catherine Smith  
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BIBLE BY THE BEACH 2010 

 

Last year a group of thirty one members of Riseley All Saints (adults and children) attended Bible by 

the Beach in Eastbourne.  Eastbourne is allegedly one of Britain’s sunniest resorts, but just in case 

the weather is unkind he event takes place in the Congress Theatre which is just a short walk from 

the seafront. 

 

Individuals arrange their own accommodation and this allows for flexibility of taste and budget, with 

choices between campsites, hotels, bed and breakfast, and self-catering. 

 

The sessions consist of excellent Bible teaching by top international Christian speakers with events 

for adults, teenagers and children. 

 

The theme for 2010 was for Glory of the Cross.   Each morning there was a selection of seminar 

series covering a wide range of topics followed by the Main Bible Reading/Study given by Alistair 

Begg.  Again in the afternoon there was the option to attend further seminars or to relax and do 

your own thing.  For the evening celebrations Stuart Townsend lead the worship, with talks given by 

Jim Packer, Wallace Benn and Joel Virgo. 

 

Bible by the Beach offers not only a chance to meet with other Christians, but also a chance to meet 

with God and hear and learn from his Word whilst also enjoying the lovely East Sussex countryside. 

 

We give thanks for the good teaching we received last year and pray for all those involved in 

organising Bible by the Beach 2011.  We also pray for all those who will be attending this year that 

they will be encouraged and challenged as they hear God’s Word. 

 

Val and David Foster 

 

 

 

He said to them, “Go into the world and preach the good news to all creation”. Mark 16:15 
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Packing for Africa 

 

Some years ago our Church became involved in this great project 

whereby good quality clothing is collected, laundered and packaged 

in bags and labeled as to gender, size/age.  This gives the recipient 

an opportunity to delight in picking out suitable clothing in the same 

way as we would expect if we in the western world went to a shop 

to purchase clothing for ourselves and our families.  It is giving in a 

dignified and respectful way and we know from feedback from those who have visited on missions 

and from Bishop Hilkiah and his wife Martha, that our gifts are joyfully received. This has further 

evolved to include other much needed items. 

 

Because of Jill’s illness last year we were not able to do any packing. However we hope to 

resume shortly, and we would welcome anyone who would like to come to help or even just 

to see what we do. We meet on the 4
th

 Thursday of each month in the Vicarage extension. 

 

We pack clothing, office equipment, sewing materials and equipment in secure boxes, and 

they go by car, lorry, ship, truck and at the very end by bicycle to Mara in North Tanzania. 

There, clothes are given free of charge by the Bishop Hilkiah and helpers, to the people of 

the diocese. 

 

The sewing material will go to the newly opened Girls Brigade sewing school, where up to 

14 young women have classes in sewing, English and bible studies. They stay in the hostel, 

and then after 3 months return to their villages where they can make a living and look after 

their families. 

 

At present we are only going to pack the sewing items plus baby/small childrens clothes, 

their need is very great and we shall have limited car space for delivering them to Halifax. 

 

Thank you for your support in the past – we hope you will continue to be generous in the 

future. 

 

Please pray that people will continue to give generously for God’s people in this distant, 

rural community and for the work of Bishop Hilkiah in the diocese of Mara.    

 

David and Jill Shaw 

 

We always thank God for all of you, mentioning you in our prayers. We continually 

remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labour prompted 

by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.  

1 Thess. v. 2-3 
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 - God’s Word to God’s World 

 

As a parish we support Crosslinks, which is an international mission society, rooted in the bible, and 

working largely within the world-wide Anglican communion. 

 

Through Crosslinks we have been able in the past to have links with Bishop Hilkiah at St John’s 

Cathedral in Musoma, diocese of Mara. Musoma is in northern Tanzania. 

 

We have sent our own missionaries to work there for a time and our donations now help other 

people to give their time and experience, in a variety of countries across Africa, Asia, Europe, South 

America, Canada and Australia. 

 

Some of this time may be short-term, 18-30 years old go on the “SMILE” scheme for periods of 2-3 

months, while older people can go on the “NEXT” programme where their extra knowledge will be 

of great benefit abroad. 

 

Check out “www,crosslinks.org” you may find yourselves involved as we did. 

 

David and Jill Shaw 

 

Mission in Tanzania  

 

For 2 weeks in August 2010, I went to the Diocese of Mara in Tanzania, with a group of 6 other 

Christians. Through the charity Mission Direct and with the leadership of Graham McClure (founder 

of charity – Go MAD in Tanzania) I was able to go on a short but life changing experience, which also 

included a safari in the Serengeti. 

 

The initial plan was to help a secondary school to be built in one of the surrounding villages to the 

town Musoma, and also raising money for this project at home. However, after only a few days of us 

arriving, there were some problems with the building plans for the school and the project had to be 

put on hold. However towards the end of our trip Bishop Hilkia Omindo, (also a friend of All Saints 

Riseley) sorted out the problems and the workers got stuck in, who were thrilled to have local, well 

paid work. Graham has been visiting the area for 16 years, and knows many locals well, so there 

were many other things we could be doing to help the impoverished area. We visited schools, an 

orphanage and young disabled children and also gave sun cream to albino children and taught them 

how to use it. We witnessed the great work of missionaries on these projects and how their faith in 

Christ kept them steadfast and so committed to their work, it was a fantastic example of how God’s 

work is done on earth. 

 

We also restructured the water tank in another neighbouring village to Musoma: Nyankanga. We 

also spent a lot of time with the people of Nyankanga, teaching the children bible stories (in very 

broken Swahili!) and joining them in worship. Despite their living conditions, they were the happiest 

people I think I have ever met and their faith was phenomenal. We became very close to the village 
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in the 2 weeks, and they showed their gratification with a beautifully prepared lunch. After my 2 

weeks in Tanzania one particular bible passage became such an important lesson for me, 

(Corinthians 4:17-18) “
17

 For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal 

glory that far outweighs them all. 
18

 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, 

since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.” All our earthly troubles are light 

and momentary, and the happiness of the Tanzanian people despite their poverty and illnesses, still 

had heavenly hope. For me, this showed that this bible teaching is most definitely possible to live by 

and we should strive to try and fix our eyes on the eternal. 

  

Sarah Jones 

 

All Age Service Team 

Martin Bailey, James Tennant along with Martin Hargreaves, 

Lynda Simister and Graham Sollars  

 

Over the last twelve months it has proved rather difficult to 

meet to plan every service so we are putting things into motion 

for 2011 to make sure that we get the team together regularly. 

 

The All Age Service by the very nature of its title is a service to 

encompass everyone – the whole family. Covering every age 

range is very difficult and knowing where to pitch the content is not easy and needs a lot of 

behind the scenes work and Gods loving hands to get right. 

 

We are always looking at ways to bring Gods word alive as well as being careful not to 

alienate people with too much technology and razzamatazz. We would love to bring back 

relevant drama/sketches into the services – something that was sadly lacking in 2010. 

Sometimes the theme of the service falls to the younger members of the congregation, but 

having the older members supporting those with young children is absolutely vital to their 

success and shows that we really are an all encompassing family. 

 

In 2011 we will have a new sound system that will not only help with the music but will 

allow us better control over film clips which can sometimes be a struggle to hear clearly.  

 

We do not always get it spot on but we truly hope that in 2011 we can be more effective. 

We need to have the support of the congregation (all ages) to really bring these services and 

the word of God to life. 

 

Please pray for not just us as a team, but for the whole Church so that these services can 

become a true celebration of God’s word with the whole family.  

 

Graham Sollars 

 

To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all men so that 

by all possible means I might save some.   1Corinthians 9:22 
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DIRECTORY 

  Telephone Email address 

 

Vicar 

 

Martin Bailey 

 

 

01234 708234 

 

martin.bailey57@btinternet.com 

 

Church 

Wardens 

Keith Williams 

 

01234 709766 hunters.lodge@sky.com 

 

 Mark Eddon 

 

01234 708210 eddonfamily@btinternet.com 

 

Readers Philip Nicholls 

 

01234 708275 phillip.james@virgin.net 

 

 John Wood 

 

01234 376237 

 

johnvwood@gmail.com 

 

 Richard White 

 

01234 708055 richatcorvidae@googlemail.com 

 

 Lynda Simister 

 

01234 708341 lynda@simisters.idps.co.uk 

 

PCC 

Secretary 

 

Kathryn Staniforth 

 

01234 708445 

 

kathryn.staniforth@tiscali.co.uk 

 

 

 

 Telephone Email Address 

 

 

Bailey Martin & Nicky  

(CYFA & Aslans Club)) 

 

 

01234 708234 

 

martin.bailey57@btinternet.com 

 

 

Simister Brian (Treasurer) 

 

 

01234 708341 

 

 

Ferdinando  Dudley (Mens Group) 

 

 

01234 708686 

 

dudley.ferdinando@virgin.net 

 

 

Green Judy  

(mid-week services & Brook House) 

 

 

01234 708163 

 

judygreen15@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

Jones Karen (Festive) 

 

 

01273 623335 

 

karenfjones09@gmail.com 

 

 

Nicholls Margaret 

(Creche/Scramblers 

 

 

01234 708275 

 

phillip.james@virgin.net 

 

 

Nicholls Jo (Climbers) 

 

 

01933 410826 

 

Jo1@xalt.co.uk 
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Nicholls Jon (Omega +) 

 

 

01933 410826 

 

jnicholls@xalt.co.uk 

 

 

Shaw David  (Bell ringing) 

 

 

01234 708204 

 

d.r.shaw@btinternet.com 

 

 

Shaw Jill (Packing for Africa & Crosslinks) 

 

 

01234 708204 

 

 

Simister Lynda  (ABC) 

 

 

01234 708341 

 

lynda@simisters.idps.co.uk 

 

 

Smith Catherine   

(Youth Survey) 

 

 

07900 577433 

 

Catherine.gold@btinternet.com 

 

 

Sheffield Dave  

(Fusion) 

 

 

01234 708351/ 

07737281165 

 

Ds22over7@yahoo.com 

 

 

Sollars Graham (All Age) 

 

 

01234 708487 

 

graham@sollarsg.plus.com 

 

 

Veitch Catherine  

(Breakout) 

 

 

01234 708706 

 

thefamilyveitch@btinternet.com 

 

 

Wood Ali (The Stables) 

 

 

01234 376237 

 

alijwood@gmail.com 

 

 

Keating Alison 

 

01234 708267 

 

 

 

 

Foster David & Val 

 

 

01234 708642 

 

 

 

Bailey Nicky  

(Ladies Book Club) 

 

01234 708234 

 

chief215@googlemail.com 

 

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

 


